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Religious Education Policy 

Ladock Church Of England School Update 2018

Religious Education is part of the core entitlement of all pupils in maintained schools and forms part of the basic curriculum and as such holds a unique place in the curriculum.  The school school along with other schools in Celtic Cross Education MAT has adopted the Cornwall Agreed Syllabus 2014 for religious education as the mechanism by which to deliver R.E. in our school. The ‘Understanding Christianity’ resource is also used to deliver most of the Christianity strand of RE.  It is not the aim of the agreed syllabus to persuade pupils to be religious in a general or narrow sense but that religious education should provide opportunities for pupils to explore with sensitivity their world view and the world view of others, as appropriate to their age and maturity.

Aims of R.E in Ladock C. of E. School

To help children to:

· stay safe, to enjoy and achieve, to make a positive contribution and to achieve economic well being ( Children’s Act 2004) .  This is a whole school issue and RE should promote a sense of self worth and esteem for others, with a strong emphasis on our school vision: Loving, learning, achieving together, and the chosen 6 Christian values (respect, trust, forgiveness, compassion, truth, perseverance).  They should be able to enjoy RE and achieve in relation to their own ability and relative levels of attainment in the Agreed syllabus.  RE can be an opportunity for children to make a positive contribution to their school and their local community.

· to acquire and develop knowledge of Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain (particularly Sikhism, Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism)

· gain experience of being members of a community and develop appropriate skills as citizens

· develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures

· develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principal religions represented in Great Britain

· enhance their own spiritual, moral, social and cultural development by

· developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings can relate to them

· responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions, and to their own understanding and experience

· reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study

· develop a positive attitude towards other people, respecting their right to hold different beliefs from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions and beliefs.

Attitudes to be fostered in Religious Education

Attitudes of respect, care, commitment and concern for ourselves, teachers and pupils, and for others are embedded in our school ethos and through religious education we hope to reinforce these attitudes, in fact,  they are fundamental  to R.E.    

Planning and Delivery 

RE is taught at Ladock on a 2-year rolling programme.  Understanding Christianity units and the Kernewek curriculum are allocated to each class along with a focus on another world religion each year.   It is the role of the RE co-ordinator to provide staff with an outline of content to be covered in each theme, ensuring a progression through the school.  Staff then plan using programmes of study from the Cornwall Agreed Syllabus and the Understanding Christianity resource.

Time allocation

Religious Education should be 5% - 10% of the curriculum (5% is approximately 36 hours per year for Key Stage 1 and approximately 45 hours per year in Key Stage 2.)  The curriculum time for RE does not include time for collective worship. This time is made up through dedicated weekly RE lessons, cross-curricular teaching and RE focus days.

No less than 60% of RE should be Christianity and no more than 40% Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Islam or Hinduism over a Key Stage.   It is recommended that in any one year children should study Christianity and one other religion. 

In Cuby class the children will study Buddhism; in Keyne class, Hinduism and Sikhism and in Blaise class, Islam and Judiasm.

The Religious Education curriculum will provide opportunities for children to develop the following skills:

· to ask the relevant questions,

· to  draw meaning from artefacts or texts

· to consider the thoughts and feelings, attitudes & beliefs of others

· to debate issues of religious significance with reference to evidence 

· to distinguish between features of different religions and fact, opinion and belief

· to identify and  make links between significant features of different religions 

· to articulate their ideas through a variety of media

· to work together and learn from each other.

Religious Education and Inclusion

There is no provision for dis-applying pupils from Religious Education and to overcome any potential barriers for learning,  work will be differentiated to accommodate different learning abilities and styles. 

Withdrawal from RE

When parents object in conscience to the religious curriculum provided by the school as expressed in the basic curriculum either in whole or in part, pupils may be withdrawn, in whole or in part, from that Religious Education and the parent assumes responsibility for that child’s religious education.

Resources

A variety of resources will be used to enhance the delivery of the curriculum, appropriately labelled: books, artefacts, posters, videos, etc.  It is important that whenever artefacts or facsimiles are used that they be treated with the appropriate respect and that the pupils learn to value things that are significant to others.

Assessment , record keeping and reporting

It is a requirement of the Agreed Syllabus that pupil’s level of attainment in RE be reported on each year and at the end of a Key Stage.  Reporting is in terms of working below, at or above the expected level for the year group.    It is important to note that not all aspects of religious education can be assessed.  For example, pupils may express personal views and ideas that, although integral to teaching and learning would not be appropriate for formal assessment. 

Monitoring and Evaluation

Monitoring will be carried out regularly by the RE Subject Leader and RE Governor. Monitoring may be in the form of lesson observations, pupil conferencing, planning and work scrutiny. A timetable of monitoring will be built into the School development plan.

This policy forms part of our annual school self evaluation process and will therefore be monitored in accordance with the School Development cycle by 

· Head of School

· Religious Education Co-ordinator

· School Monitoring Councillor responsible for RE

Policy adopted by staff:

 ____________________
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Policy adopted by governors: 
____________________
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